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NOVEMBER F. P. A. BRANCH MEETINGS 


Boston: Nov. 20. Philippines 
Philadelphia: Nov. 20. League Assembly 
Cincinnati: Nov. 22. Russia 

St. Louis: Nov. 23. Russia 

Buffalo: Nov. 27. Inter-Allied Debts 


The New York November 13 luncheon will 
not be broadcast. 


Entered as second- 
class matter December 
2, 1921, at the Post 
Office at New York, 
N. Y., under the act 
of March 3, 1879. 


MAKING THE WORLD SAFE FOR DICTATORS 


TALY is virtually under martial law 

with Mussolini in supreme command. 

Another series of drastic restrictive meas- 

ures was passed November 9 by the Ital- 

7 ian Chamber. The following excerpts are 
taken from press reports: 

‘“‘Whoever aims against the life, the integrity 

or personal liberty of the king, or regent queen, 


t. 7 heir presumptive, or head of the Government 
ner shall be put to death. . . . Those carrying out 
1927 i plots against the state shall be put to death.... 
( ’ Those who conspire to procure for publication 

1927 or to publish documents calculated to imperil 
the safety of the state, who plot to cut off any 

7 a portion of the country from the control of the 
7 state, or incite rebellion, shall be punishable by 
27 imprisonment of from five to fifteen years, if 


they are ringleaders fifteen to thirty years .... 
Founders and members of illicit societies shall 
be liable to imprisonment from two to five years. 
. . Citizens living abroad who spread exag- 
gerated, mendacious news about the state’s in- 
ternal conditions shall be liable to imprisonment 
from five to fifteen years, and if in their absence 
they are condemned by default, they shall be 
subject to loss of citizenship and confiscation of 
property .... Any citizen who commits in for- 

‘ eign territory any of the foregoing crimes shall 
be subject to the prescribed penalties and trial 
in Italy, even if he has already been tried and 
sentenced abroad, and in default is liable to 
loss of citizenship and confiscation of property.” 
[The proposal by the Cabinet to make this last 
section applicable also to foreigners aroused 
much excitement in the European press. It was 
dropped when found to be in conflict with recog- 
nized practice of international law.] 


In addition severe penalties are provid- 
ed for all persons trying to cross the Ital- 
ian border without passports, and for all 
persons aiding them. All publications op- 
' posing the Fascist régime are indefinitely 

suspended and all organizations against 
the régime are dissolved. The Fascist 
party is to be purged of all disloyal mem- 
bers and all Italian citizens are required 
to carry identification cards. 

These measures are the answer of Fas- 


cism to the repeated attempts upon 
the life of the Italian dictator. Their se- 


verity is at variance with the oft-repeated 
claims that all Italy is united behind Mus- 
solini. Il Duce has taken over directly the 
administration of the new laws by assum- 
ing the post of Minister of the Interior, 
the seventh Cabinet portfolio held by him, 
which gives him direct personal super- 
vision over the Italian police. 
MACHIAVELLIAN INTRIGUE 


The publication of the new restrictions 
and the transfer of Federzoni, former 
Minister of the Interior to the post of 
Colonial Minister, coincided with the sen- 
sational arest in France of Colonel Ricci- 
otti Garibaldi, grandson of the Italian lib- 
erator and presumably the leader of the 
anti-Fascist movement outside of Italy, 
but apparently the agent provocateur of 
Fascism. It is too early to comment 
with any finality upon this amazing and 
rather horrible story of treason and 
political plotting. Documents produced 
by the French police seem, however, 
to prove that Garibaldi has been paid by 
the Fascist police to foment plots against 
the Fascist régime, and at the same time 
has been informing them of the attacks 
planned upon Mussolini’s life in Italy. 
The evidence also connects Garibaldi with 
the Catalan plot against Spain. 


DIPLOMATIC EMBARRASSMENTS 


The Garibaldi sensation recalls Musso- 
lini’s blustering warning to France 
against harboring enemies of Italy made 
after the fifth attempt upon his life in 
September. It now appears that at least 
some of the so-called “enemies of Italy” 
were the paid agents of the government’s 
police. The Italian Ambassador called 
upon Foreign Minister Briand on Novem- 
ber 8 and explained that the Garibaldi in- 
trigue was a police affair of which Musso- 
lini had no knowledge. France, however, 
demanded a specific apology for the de- 


———————————— 


monstration against the French consulate 
at Ventimiglia and other incidents in Tri- 
poli. These apologies were made to the 
French Foreign Office cn November 9. In 
addition to his apologies, Mussolini stated 
that the Fascists who invaded the French 
Consulate at Ventimiglia had been handed 
over to the judicial authorities and that 
other offenders had been severely repri- 
manded. He also promised that the most 
vigorous measures would be taken to pre- 
vent a recurrence of such incidents. 


POLISH EMULATION. 


Marshal Pilsudski, dictator of Poland, 
is evidently following the Mussolini ex- 
ample. By a decree issued on November 
7, the circulation of printed news concern- 
ing the state or ministry of the state 
“which would cause a public demonstra- 
tion” whether such news is plainly brand- 
ed as only rumor or not, is subject to a 
fine as high as a thousand dollars or prison 
sentence of three months without a court 
hearing. Other provisions of this drastic 
order are: 


The printing or circulating in speeches or 
privately of news or rumors affecting mem- 
bers of the Government and judges of the 
courts, either ridiculing or criticising them, 
is punishable by a fine as high as five hundred 
dollars or a jail term of one month, the pen- 
alties being imposed out of court; or the 
printing in newspapers or periodicals of mat- 
ters considered by government officials to be 
derogatory, even through error is punishable 
by a fine of three hundred dollars or a month’s 
imprisonment. The confiscation of news- 
papers displeasing to the Government is also 
provided for. 


CHRISTINA MERRIMAN. 


Notes 


HE official celebration of the ninth an- 
niversary of the installation of the 
Soviet Government in Russia held in Mos- 
cow November 7, was marked by a pro- 
clamation of the Central Committee of the 
Communist party. 
The Izvestia of October 24 publishes the 
full text of the document which may be 
summarized briefly as follows: 


Foreign Affairs: 


Article 4. “Let us answer the growing ani- 
mosity toward us of world capitalism with the 
strengthened unity of the proletariat.” 

Article 5. “Hail to the courageous British 
miners! Let us continue to extend our support 
for their victory.” 

Article 7. “Down with intervention of im- 
perialists in China!” 

Article 8. “Hail to the victorious alliance of 
the Chinese revolution, the Soviet Republic and 
the international proletariat!” 


The Class Struggle Is Re-emphasized: 

Article 9. “Opposition to new imperialist 
wars, armament and military alliances. Work- 
men and peasants of the world! Turn your 
bayonets and your machine guns against your 
class enemies.” 

Article 10. “Long live the Communist In- 
ternational.” 


The Internal Policy: 
Articles 12, 13. “Uphold ‘Leninism’.” 
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Article 14. “Heavy industries are the basis 
of Soviet power. Industry is our path to so- 
cialism.”’ 


Articles 15, 16, 17. “Advocate strict econ- 
omy.” 
Articles 18, 19, 20. “Advocate lower prices, 
higher wages and increase in the productivity of 
labor.” 

Article 22. “Our new factories are the defeat 
of capitalism and the assurance of victory.” 

Article 25. “Real cooperation is the path of 
the village towards socialism.” 

Article 26. “Let us strengthen the alliance of 
the proletariat, the poor peasants and the middle 
peasants. Let us strengthen the leadership of 
the proletariat in this alliance.” 


Chaos in China gradually reduces to 
a predominant issue — recognition of 
Chinese sovereignty. The Southern army 
pushes steadily toward Shanghai, cen- 
tre of foreign wealth and privilege, the 
fall of which would precipitate decision 
on such disputed issues as extrality, con- 
cessions, warship patrol of inland waters, 
if we may judge by Kuomintang prin- 
ciples and action in assuming customs con- 
trol in violation of existing treaties. The 
same decisions are precipitated by the 
(provisional) Peking government’s re- 
fusal to renew the expired treaty with 
Belgium save on terms of equality; Ja- 
pan’s treaty is under dispute; Great Brit- 
ain and the United States are soon due to 
negotiate renewals. Continued internal 
dissension leaves the Powers choice be- 
tween suspended relations with an “ab- 
sent” government and extra legal rela- 
tions with a de facto government, or arm- 
ed intervention which none of the Powers 
evidently favor. The Powers may shortly 
find themselves forced to decisions by a 
new government actively determined upon 
full sovereign rights and representing a 
substantial section of China. 


The military sub-committee of the 
League Preparatory Disarmament Com- 
mission adjourned November 5, after six 
months of almost continuous work. There 
is no unanimity in their replies to the 
seven questions of the Preparatory Com- 
mission, but their findings must serve as 
a basis for the discussion in the Prepara- 
tory Commission, which will probably 
meet next spring after the governments 
have had an opportunity to study and 
comment upon the report. 

The disarmament conference will prob- 
ably be delayed, to give ample time for 
preparation and in the hope that Soviet 
Russia might attend. 


The Recognition Policy of the United States with 
Special Reference to Soviet Russia. Prepared 
by the F. P. A. Research Department with the 
assistance of outstanding American authori- 
ties on international law, it makes available 
for the first time a succinct summary of the 
traditional recognition policy of the United 
States and the policy applied to the Soviet 
régime. The study has been sent to members 
this week. Single copies 15 cents. 
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